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tion from suffering severely during the latter half of the
year 1918. By the end of August 1918, retail prices in India,
including articles ot food and kerosine oil, showed an increase
of 38 per cent, above the level of prices which ruled just before
the war ; and if food articles alone were tjaken into account,
the rise at the end of August 1918 was 31 per cent, above the
pre-war level, and 15 per cent, above the level of the preceding
year. Although these percentages may seem small as compared
with those which obtained in other parts of the world, it must
be remembered that the margin of subsistence of the mass of
the population of India is so small that any substantial zise
must affect them with disproportionate severity. Had it not
been for the efforts of the administration, and of the local
bodies, official and private, the distress would have been much
more widespread. But as it was, thanks to prompt action,
India was to some extent protected from consequences which
might have been disastrous.

A review of the whole subject of local self-government in
India at the present moment would

General Review.          geem tQ ^fa^e that in the immediate

future important developments may be expected. Hitherto,
the control which Government has exercised over municipali-
ties and district boards, while unquestionably preventing the
commission of serious errors arising from inexperience, has
done much to prevent the growth of a real feeling of civic res-
ponsibility. With the relaxation of this control, to a degree
hitherto generally untried, it is to be expected that an
increasing degree of popular interest in the institutions of local
self-government will manifest itself. But we should note that
if local self-government is to achieve in India the success which
it has attained in other countries and is to prove itself here
as elsewhere a genuine road towards the realisation of
responsible government, it will not be sufficient merely that
the local bodies should be freed from excessive interference
on the part of external authority ; they must themselves
adopt a similar policy of decentralisation by refraining irom
excessive interference with their own servants in routine
matters ; by confining themselves to the laying down of broad